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It happens in conlroverftal difcourfes as it does in the affault- 
ing of towns, where, if the ground be but firm whereon the 
batteries are erected, there is no farther enquiry of whom it 
is borrowed, nor whom it belongs to, fo it affords but a lit 
rife for the prelent purpofe. Locke, 

Controversy, n . f. [ controverfia , Latin*] 

1. Difpute; debate-, agitation of contrary opinions : a difpute 
is commonly oral, and a controverfy in writing. 

How cometh it to pafs that we are lo rent with mutual con- 
tentions, and that the church is lo much troubled r If men had 
been willing to learn, all thefe controverfes might have 
died the very day they were firft brought forth. Hooker , b. i. 

Without controverfy great is the myffery of gpdlinefs. i Tim. 

Wild controverfy then, winch long had flept, 

Into the prefs from ruin’d cloifters leapt. Denham. 

This left no room for controvcr/y about the title, nor for en- 
croachment on the right of others. Locke. 

2 . A fuit in law. 

[f there be a controverfy between men, and they come unto 
judgment, that the judges may judge them, then they {hall 
juftify the righteous and condemn the wicked. Deutr.xxv. i. 

3. A quarrel. 

The Lord hath a controverfy with the nations. Jcr. xxv. 3** 

4. Oppofition ; enmity : this is an unufual ienfe. 

The torrent roar’d, and we did buffet it 
With lufty finews ; throwing it abide, 

And ftemming it with hearts of controverfy. Shak. Jul. Cccf. 

To CO NTROVERT, v. a. [ controverto , Lat'j To debate ; to 
ventilate in oppofite books ; to difpute any thing in writing. 

If any perlon {hall think fit to controvert them, he may do 
it very lately for me. Cheyne s Phil. Pune. 

Controvertible, adj. [from controvert .] Diiputable; tnat 
may be the caufe of controverfy. ; 

Difcourfing of matters dubious, and many controvertible 
truths, we cannot without arrogancy intreat a credulity, or 
implore any farther affent than the probability of our reafons 
and verity of our experiments. Browns Vulgar Etrours , b. 1. 
Controvert ist. n f [from controvert.] Difputant ; a man 
verfed or engaged in literary wars or deputations. i _ 

Who can think himfejf fo confiderable as not to dread this 
mighty man of demonftration, this prince of controvertijis, 
this great lord and poflefforof firft principles. Tilktjon, Preface. 
Contumacious. adj. [ contumax , Latin.] Obftinate; per- 

verfe ; ffubborn ; inflexible. _ 

He is in law faid to be a contumacious perfon, who, on nis 
appearance afterwards, departs the court without leave. Ayliffe. 
There is another very efficacious method for fubduing ol 

the moil obftinate contumacious finner, and bringing him into 
the obedience of the faith of Chrift. Hammond's Fundamentals. 
Contumaciously. adv. [from contumacious.'] Oblhnately ; 

ftubbornly; inflexibly j perverfely. , ^ 

Contuma'cio. sness. n.f. [from contumacious.] Ubitinacy; 
perverfenels ; inflexibility; llubbornnefs. 

From the defeription I have given of it, a judgment may be 
rriven of the difficulty and contumaaoufnejs of cure. It ijeman. 
CONTUMACY, n.f [from contiunacia , Latin.] 

! ,. Obftinacy ; perverfenefs ; ftubbornnels ; inflexioility. 

Such a#s 

Of contumacy will provoke the Ilighcft . 

'Fo make death in us live. Miltons Paradife Loft, b. x. 

2 Fin law.] A wilful contempt and difobedience to any Uwfu 
iummons or judicial order. 

Thefe certificates do only, in the generality, mention the 
party’s contumacies and difobedience. _ Ayliffe s l drergn. 
Contumelious, adj. [ contumedrfis , Latin.] 

1. Reproachful; rude; farcaftick ; contemptuous. 

With feoffs and fcorns, and contumelious taunts, 

In open market-place produc’d they me 
To be a publick fpedtacle. Shatejpmrc s henry \ 1 . p. ■ 
In all the quarrels and tumults at Rome, though the peop . 
frequently proceeded to rude emtundious language, yet no 
blood was ever drawn in any popular commo ions, till, the 
time of the Gracchi. Swift on the Dijfent. m Athens ami Rome. 

n Inclined to utter reproach ; brutal ; rude. , . 

There is vet another fort of contumelious perfons, who, in 
deed are no? chargeable with that circumftance of ploy- 
ing their wit ; for they ufe none m it. Govern,,,, of the Tongue. 

° Givino- our holv virgins to the itain 

of contumelious, bcaftly, madbram’d war. Shakefp. 7 , m «. 
n. Productive of reproach; fhameful; ignominious. 

3 As it is in the highelt degree injurious to them, Jo is it. ~ 

C rtwv. [from contumelious ] Reproachfully; 

contemptuoufly ; rudely. ^ffbnrp when they 

The people are not wont to take og ■. ^ ^ per f ons 

are excluded from honours and offiv-u , . , . r „ Q 

arc contumely, trodden upon. ^ firat'es ' 

Fie, lords ; that you, being iupieme 1 o Arr VI 

Thus contumelious fhould break the peace \ [ 

CqKTUMe'uoUsness. n. /.[twin contumc, tons.], Rudencls, re 

proach. , 


CONTUMELY, n.f. [ contumilia , Latin.] Rudenefs; cori- - 
temptuoufnefs ; bitternels of language ; reproach. 

If the helm of chief government be in die hands of a few 
of the wealthieft, then laws, providing for continuance there- 
of, muft make the punifhment of contumely and wrong, offered 
unto any of the common fort, {harp and grievous, that fo the 
evil may be prevented. Hooker, b. i. fedt. io. 

Th’ oppreffor’s wrong, the proud man’s contumely. 

The pang of defpis’d love, the law’s delay. SbakeJ. Hamlet. 

It was undervalued and deprefted with iome bitternefs and 
contumely. Clarendon, b. viii. 

Why fhould any man be troubled at the contumelies of thofe 
whofe judgment deferves not to be valued ? Tiilotfon. 

Eternal contumely attend that guilty title which claims 
exemption from thought, and arrogates to its wearers the pre- 
rogative of brutes. Addifon' s Guardian , Na 123. 

To CONTUSE, v.a. [ccntufus, Latin.] 

1. To beat together ; to bruife. 

Of their roots, barks, and feeds, contufed together, and min- 
gled with other earth, and well watered with warm water, 
there came forth herbs much like the other. Bacon s Nat. Htf. 

2. To bruife the flefh without a breach of the continuity. 

The ligature contufes the lips in cutting them, fo that they 
require to be digefted before they can unite. IPifeman s Surgery. 
Contusion, n.f [from contufo.] 

1. The a# of beating or bruifing. 

2. The ftate of being beaten or bruifed. 

Take a piece of glafs, and reduce it to powder, it acquiring 
by contufion a multitude of minute lurfaces, from a diaphanous, 
degenerates into a white body. _ Boyle on Colours. 

3. A bruife; a compreffion of the fibres, diftinguifhed trom a 
wound. 

That winter lion, who in rage forgets 
Aged contufion s , and all bruife of time. Shakefp. Henry . . 
The bones, in fharp colds, wax brittle ; and all contuftons , in 
hard weather, are more difficult to cure. Bacon s Nat. Hi/lory. 
Conval Lily. See Lily of theV alley. _ 
Convalescence. ? n.f. [from convalefco, Latin.] Renewal 
Convalesce ncy. 5 of health 5 recovery from a difeaie. 

Being in a place out of the reach of any alarm, {he recn " 
vered her fpirits to a reafonable convale fence. Clarendon , b. viii. 
CONVALESCENT, adj. [convalefcens, Latin.] Recovering; 

returning to a ffate of health. 

Conve'nable. adj. [ convenable , french.] 

1. Confident with; agreeable to; accordant to. Hot now 

in ufe. 

He is fo meek, wife, and merciable, , „ - 

'And with his word his work is convenable. Spenjer s Bajt. 

2. That may be convened. _ , 

To CONVENE, v.n. [convcnio, Latin.] To come together ; 

to affemble; to affociate ; to unite. 

The fire feparates the aqueous parts from the others where- 
with they were blended in the concrete, and brings them into 
the receiver, where they convene into a liquor. rj c ’ 

There are fettled periods of their convening, or a liberty 
left to the prince for convoking the legiflature. Locee. 

In fhort-fighted men, whofe eyes are too plump, the re- 
fraflion being too great, the rays converge and convene m the 
eyes, before they come at the bottom. Uewton s upt. 

To Conve'ne. v. a. 

1. To call together ; to affemble ; to convoke. . 

No man was better pleafed with the convening o t us par 

liament than myfelf. 

All the factious and fchifmatical people would frequently, 
as well in the night as the day, convene themfelves by^ound 

of a bell. ' , 

And now th’ almighty father of the gods } 

Convenes a council in the bleft abodes. Pope s S 

2 . To fummon judicially. , . . . , . ;1 

By the papal canon law, clerks, in criminal and cm 9 

cannot be convenedbcforz any but an ecclefiaftica ju ge. ) JJ 

Con ve nience. ? n r [convenient! a , Latin.] 
ConveNiency. 5 

*• F In tWnir^mnptded of God, yet lawful, becaufe 
mitted, the queftion is, what light {hail {hew us 
niency which one hath above another. Hooker, b. n- J- 

2. Commodioufnefs ; eafe; freedom from difficu ties. >g 

A man putting all his plealures into one, is 1 e a 
putting all his goods Into one jewel : the ^f^Senmnt. 

and the convenience greater. _ . c his 

Every man muft want fomething for the convcmcncy 

life, id which he muft be obliged to others. ^ 

There is another convenience in this method, during . 
waiting. Swift’s Direilnns to the Footrnn. 

q, Caufe of eafe; accommodation. ve r y 

If it have not fuch a convenience,^ s ^ 

uncomfortable. ori a will have 

A man alters his mind as the "’ork proceeds, and ^ 

this or that convenience more, of p„fia. 

when be began. - There 
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There was a pair of fpeSacles a ^ 
feveral other little conveniences, I did not 
in honour to dilcover. 

0 Fitnefs of time or place. 

Ufe no farther means ; 

all brief and plain conveniency, . 

Let me have judgment SIM fences Merchant of Venice. 

CONVENIENT, adj. [ conveniens , Latin. j 

1 Kir • fuitable • proper; well adapted ; commodious. 

*• ^ Theleiftand moft trivial epifodes, or under Jons are 

either neceflary or convenient ; either fo ncceflary that withou 

them the poem muft be imperfea, or fo convenient that no 

others can be imagined more iuitable to the place- in w nc t 
otners can oe 0 Dedication to the ehneid. 

1 ’ Ueakh itfclf is but a kind of temper, gotten and prelerved 
bv a convenient mixture of contrarieties. _ Arhutb. mJem* • 

2 It has either to or for before the following 11.01m perhaps 
' ought generally to have for before perfons, and to bctoi 

d ’ Gwe me neither poverty nor riches, feed me with food con- 
. r Prop. xxx. o. 

vcment forme. . 

There are fome arts that are peculiarly convenient to iome 

particular nations. . J 

Conveniently, adv. [from convenient.] 
j. Commodioufly ; without difficulty. 

I this morning know 

Where we fliall find him moft conveniently. Shakefp Hamlet. 

2. Fitly ; with proper adaptation of part to part, or ot t e 

whole to the effe£t propofed. . . , , 

It would be worth the experiment to inquire, whether 01 
no a failing chariot might be more conveniently framed with 
moveable fails, whofe force may be imprefled .trom t-ien- mo- 
tion, equivalent to tliofe in a wind-mill. Wilkins s Mat. Mag. 
CONVENT, n.f [conventus, Latin.] 

1. An affembly of religious perfons ; a body or monies or nuns. 

He came to Leicefter ; 

Lodg’d in the abbey, where the reverend abbot. 

With all his convent, honourably receiv’d him. Sb. H. V 111 . 

2. A relwious houfe ; an abbey ; a monastery ; a nunnery. 

One feldom finds in Italy a fpot of ground moie agreeable 
than 01 dinary, that is not covered with a convent. Addijon. 
To Conve'nt. v. a. [convcnio, Latin.] To call before a judge 
or judicature. 

Ke with his oath 

By all probation will make up full clear, 

Whenever he’s convent ed. Shakefp. Meafure for Meafure . 

They fent forth their precepts to attach men, and convent 
them before themfelves at private houfes. Bacon s Plenry VII. 
Co'nventicle. n.f. [ conventiculum , Latin.] 

1. An affembly ; a meeting. 

They are commanded to abftain from all conventicles of men 
whatfoever ; even out of the church, to have nothing to do 
with publick bufinefs. Ayliffe s P ar ergon. 

2 . An affembly for worfhip. Generally ufed in an ill fenfe, 
including herefy or fchifin. 

It behoveth, that the place where God {hall be ferved by die 
whole church be a publick place, for the avoiding of privy 
conventicles , which, covered with pretence of religion, may 
ferve unto dangerous practices. Hooker , b. v. fedt. 12. 

A fort of men, who are content to be ftiled of the church 
of England, who perhaps attend its fervice in the morning, 
and go with their wives to a conventicle in the afternoon. Swift. 

3. A fecret affembly ; an affembly where confpiracies are formed. 

Ay, all of you have laid your heads together, 

(Myfelf had notice of your conventicles ) 

And all to make away my guiltlefs life. Shakefp. Henry VI. 
Conve'nticler. n.f. [from conventicle.] One that fupports 
or frequents private and unlawful affemblies. 

Another crop -is too like to follow ; nay, I fear, it is un- 
avoidable, if the conventiclers be permitted ftill to fcatter. Dryd. 
Convention, n.f [ conventio , Latin.] 

1. The a<ft of coming together ; union; coalition; jundfion. 

They are to be reckoned amongft the moft general affec- 
tions of the conventions, or aflociations of feveral particles of 
matter into bodies of any certain denomination. Boyle. 

2 . An affembly. 

Publick conventions are liable to all the infirmities, follies, 
and vices of private men. Swift. 

3. A contra# ; an agreement for a time, previous to a definitive 
treaty. 

Cowe'ntional. adj. [from convention.] Stipulated; agreed 
on by compadf. 

Conventional fervices referved by tenures upon grants, made 
out of the crown or knights fervice. Hale's Com. Law of Engl . 
ConveRtionary. adj. [from convention.] Adfing upon con- 
tra# ; fettled by ftipulations. 

1 he ordinary covenants of moft conventionary tenants are, 
to pay due capon and due harveft journeys. Carcw’s Survey. 
Conventual, adj. [conventuel, French.] Belonging to a con- 
vent : monaftick. 

Thofe are called conventual priors that have the chief ruling 
power over a monaftery. Ayliffe' s Parer eon. 
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Conventual, n. f. [from convent.] A monk; a nun , 

that lives in a convent. 1 • j j t down, that 

To CONVERGE, v. n. [convergo, Latin. J lo ter 

noint from different places. # , . o. 

Where the rays from all the points or any cn) 
a cain after they have been made to converge by reflexion or 
refmaion, there they will make a picture of 

a white body. . c a 

Enfweepmg firft 

The lower (kies, they all at once converge Autumn. 

Hicrh to the crown of heaven. ^ Th ufn - ' 

Convergent. ? adj. [from converge ] 'I ending to one pou 
Converging. ) from different places. 

Converging Series. See Series. _ # 

ConveRsable. adj. [from converfe. It is fometim ■ 

converfible, but improperly ; converfant, convention, ^erJaiU. J 
Qualified for conversion ; fit for company ; well adapted to 
tfe reciprocal communication of thoughts; communicative. 
That fire and levity which makes the young ones icarqe 

converfible, when tempered by years, makes a gay old age. 

Guardian , IN . ior. 

ConveRsableness. n.f [from converfable ] The quality of 
being: a pleafmg companion ; fluency of talk. 

Con veRs ably. adv. [from converfable.] In a converfable 
manner; with the qualities of a pleafing communicative com- 
panion. 

ConveRsant. adj. [ converfant , French.] ^ 

1. Acquainted with ; having a knowledge of any thing acquired 
by familiarity and habitude ; familiar : with in. 

The learning and {kill which he had by being converfant in 
their books. Hooker, b. ill. Jeff. 5 . 

Let them make fome towns near to the mountain’s fide, 
where they may dwell together with neighbours, ana be con- 
verfant in the view of the world. Spcnfer's State of Ireland. 

Thofe who are converfant in both the tongues, I leave to 
make their own judgment of it. Dryden’s Dufrefnoy. 

He ufes the different diale#s as one who had been conver- 
fant with them all. Pope’s Effay on Homer . 

2. Having intercourfe with any ; acquainted ; familiar by coha- 
bitation or fellowflhip ; cohabiting : with among or with. . 

All that Mofes commanded, Jofnua read before all the con- 
gregation oflfrae), with the women, and the littie ones, and 
the ftrangers that were converfant among them. Jof viii. 35. 
Never to be infc#ed with delight, 

Nor converfant with eafe and idlenefs. Shakefp. King John. 
Old men who have loved young company, and been con - 
verfant continually with them, have been of longlife. Bacon. 
Gabriel, this day by proof thou {halt behold. 

Thou, and all angels converfant on earth 
With man, or men’s affairs, how I begin 
To verify that folemn meffage. Milton's Pared. Regained. 
To fuch a one, an ordinary coffeehcufe- gleaner of the city 
is an arrant ftatelman, and as much fuperiour too, as a man 
converfant about Whitehall and the court is to an ordinary 
fhopkeeper. Lccke. 

3. Relating to; having for itsobje#; concerning: with about, 
formerly in. 

The matters wherein church polity is converfant, are the 
publick religious duties of the church. Hooker , b. iii. 

If any think education, becaufe it is converfant about chil- 
dren, to be but a private and domeftick duty, he has been 
ignorantly bred himfelf. IVctton on Education. 

Difcretion, conlidcred both as an accomplifhment and as a 
virtue, not only as is converfant a' out worldly affairs, but as 
regarding our whole exiftence. Addifon, Spectator, N°. 226. 

Indifference cannot but be criminal, when it is converfant 
about obje#s which are fo far from being of an indifferent na- 
ture, that they are of the higheft importance to ourfelves and 
our country. Addifon' s Freeholder , N°. 1 3. 

Conversation, n. f. [ converfaiio , Latin ] 

1. Familiar difeourfe; chat; eafy talk: oppofed to a formal 
conference. 

She went to Pamela’s chamber, meaning to joy her thoughts 
with the fweet converfation of her filler. • Sidney , b. ii. 

What I mentioned fome time ago in converfation, was net 
a new thought, juft then ftarted by accident or occafion. Swift . 

2. A particular a# of difcourfing upon any fubje# ; as, we had 
a long converfation on that quf lion. 

3. Commerce; intercourfe; familiarity. 

The knowledge of men and manners, the freedom of habi- 
tudes, and converfation with the heft company of both fexes. 

Dryden. 

His apparent, open guilt ; 

I mean his converfation with Shore’s wife. Shu kef. Ri L b. III. 

4. Behaviour ; manner of a#ing in common life. 

Having your forever fail on honeft among the Gentiles. 1 Pet. 

ConveRsative. adj. [from converfe.] ^Relating to publick; 
life, and commerce with men ; not contemplative#* 

Finding him little lfudious and contemplative, fhe chofe to 
endue him with converjativc qualities of youth. Wotton. 
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